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MT. ZION

CHURCH OF CHRIST






24190 Wooley Springs Road - Athens, AL 35613
— March 2019 —

Schedule of Services

Sunday:
      Wednesday:
Bible Classes ……..9:30 AM
Bible Study ………7:00 PM

Worship…………...10:30 AM

Worship…………….5:00 PM
Elders
Jim Ennis
256-771-3544
Jimmy Lannom
256-423-8084

Steve Pressnell
256-232-5354

Toney Vining
256-233-0281

Deacons
Van Barksdale
Mark Biggerstaff

Chris Bowers

Jason Gilliam
Joel McMunn
Jon Payne

Chad Pressnell

Ministers
Lance Taylor
Bob Watson

256-777-0990
256-345-2556
lancertaylor@gmail.com
bwatsonswatson@yahoo.com

Visit our webpage
http://mtzionchurchofchrist.org

Remember to tell your friends and family about our radio program, which airs every Sunday morning at 11:30, on WKAC, 1080AM.  
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Assignments for March 2019
Third Sunday Preaching:    Justin Thomas
Third Wednesday Night Devotional:   Justin Thomas
Communion:
Bread:    Susan Gilbert


Fruit of the Vine:    Mellanie Barksdale
See the back of the bulletin for other assignments
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Announcements

Prayer List Updates:  Homer Clem is currently in the Limestone Health Facility for therapy and evaluation.  Wade Shannon is still recovering from his bypass surgery and is still having back pain.  Everette Conn is suffering with an ulcer, but he is improved.  Freda Putman is home-bound suffering with back pain.  Elease Barksdale has been having symptoms of mini-strokes.  Tim Brooks, had a heart attack and had to have stints to correct a blockage.  Claude Jones had a PET Scan and will hear the results Tuesday the 5th.  Kris Rogers is now dealing with complications of congestive heart failure.
Weep with Them that Weep:  We all mourn with the Walker Family in the loss of Edd Walker.  We also extend our deepest sympathies to Magen and Nick Looney, as well as all the Barnes Family in their loss.
Please remember all of these in your prayers and ministrations.
Other Announcements:  We rejoice with Lance, Moriah, and Maicy as they welcome little Leo to their family.

 Abel - He Being Dead Yet Speaketh

After Adam’s and Eve’s expulsion from Eden, they had three sons, Cain, Abel, and Seth.    Seth lived a long (912 years (Gen. 5:8)) and seemingly spiritual life (Gen. 4:25, 26).  His male descendants would become known as the “sons of God” (Gen. 6:2).  Cain’s and Abel’s lives though, were tragic.  Let’s see what kind of lesson we can derive from their story.

Cain was the firstborn (Gen 4:1).  Cain is transliterated from the Hebrew word “Qayin” which means a possession.  Eve had received a man child from the Lord.  In New Testament writings, Cain is translated from the Greek word “Chammah” which means the heat of the sun.  Abel is transliterated from the Hebrew proper noun “Hebel“, which means breath.  In the New Testament though, Abel is translated from the Greek word “'abad” which means to perish or put to death.  Consider the tragedy in that, at Abel’s birth, his name has to do with life, but as he is remembered by New Testament writers his name has to do with death.      

The scriptures tell us that, after some length of time, Cain brought a sacrifice of the fruits of the ground to offer before the Lord (Gen. 4:3).    Abel brought of the first born of his flocks (Gen. 4:4).  The scriptures tell us that God had respect for Abel’s offering, but he had no respect for Cain’s (Gen. 4:5).    Cain burned with anger and he lost face.    God put the question before Cain, if he had done well, if he had done righteously, would he have not been accepted (Gen. 4:7)? God warned Cain that if he continued down that path of sin, sin would be his master.  But Cain did not resist.  Instead of being angry with himself because he failed, he transferred that anger to his brother Abel.   Cain caught Abel out alone in the field and murdered him (Gen. 4:8).  Cain was cursed by God for this heinous act (Gen. 4:11, 12).  He became a fugitive and vagabond, living outside any fellowship with God (Gen. 14-16).
Where did Cain go wrong?  How did he end up on the path that led him to murdering his own brother?  Some conjecture that the reason Cain’s sacrifice was not accepted by God, was that it was not the first fruits or even the best of his crops, but rather just some “fruits of the field”.   Abel though, sacrificed the first-born of his flocks.  That may be right, but the answer might rather be found in Hebrews 11:4 where it says, “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain”.  Faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Ro. 10:17).  Abel’s sacrifice was pleasing to God because it was according to God’s word.  So, could it have been that God had commanded of both these men an animal sacrifice?  Abel out of faith did as he was commanded by God and was found righteous.  Cain had his own ideas of what he would offer, ignored God’s command, and therefore was not accepted. 

In Hebrews 11:4, it says Abel received a testimony of God that his works were righteous.  Because of Abel’s faith, though he is dead, he yet speaks.   What did Abel do?  He didn’t build an ark to save his family and himself from a flood as Noah did.  He didn’t leave his country and his family to go and dwell as a stranger in land that he did not know just because God told him to, as Abraham would do.  Nor did Abel offer up his son because God told him to, as Abraham did.  Abel didn’t give up being a prince so he could lead his people to the promised land, as Moses did.  Abel didn’t conquer the enemies of God people as some of the judges and the kings did, nor did he do miracles or suffer as the great prophets did (He. 11:32-38).  Abel received this testimony of God because he simply obeyed God out of faith.  

Cain’s life speaks to us today also, but in the way of a warning.    Cain is remembered as being of the devil (I Jn. 3:12).  Cain murdered his brother because his own works were evil while Abel’s were righteous.  Jesus condemned the Jewish leaders of his time saying that they bore the guilt of the deaths of all the righteous martyrs, from Abel to the priest Zacharias (Mt. 23:33-36; Lk. 11:47-51).  They would soon kill the savior for the same reason Cain killed Abel, because their works were evil while Jesus was righteous.  Think about Cain always being remembered as a murderer, not for anything else.  If we hate, we abide in the same darkness of sin as Cain did (I Jn. 2:9-15).  – Pat Kilpatrick --

	March 3
Song Leader……………..     Van Barksdale
Bible Reader……………..     Pat Kilpatrick
Prayer Before Class……      Chris Bowers
Announcements….…….      Toney Vining
Prayer Before Sermon….     Mark Biggerstaff

Officiating at Table……..     Jimmy Lannom
Serving Audience……….    Jeff Bowers

                                              Joe Bullington

                                              Brent Pressnell

Closing Prayer…………..     Corey Walker
	March 3
Song Leader  ……………….    Pat Kilpatrick
Bible Reader ………………..    Royce Adams
Prayer ………………………..    Ted Barnes
Officiating At Table ……….    Mark Biggerstaff
                                                  Jim Ennis
Closing Prayer  ……………     JT Eubanks
	March 6

Song Leader…………..    Justin Thomas
Bible Reader………….     Mark Biggerstaff
Prayer…………………...    Pat Kilpatrick
Invitation………………..    Van Barksdale

Closing Prayer…………    Jeff Bowers

	March 10
Song Leader……………..     Chris Bowers

Bible Reader……………..     Pat Kilpatrick
Prayer Before Class……      Van Barksdale
Announcements….…….      Toney Vining
Prayer Before Sermon….     Bob Watson

Officiating at Table……..     Jimmy Lannom
Serving Audience……….    Jeff Bowers

                                              Joe Bullington

                                              Brent Pressnell

Closing Prayer…………..    Justin Thomas
	March 10
Song Leader  ……………….    Jim Ennis
Bible Reader ………………..    Donald Black
Prayer ………………………..    Joel McMunn
Officiating At Table ……….    Mark Biggerstaff
                                                  Jim Ennis
Closing Prayer  ……………     Claude Jones
	March 13

Song Leader…………..    Jeff Bowers
Bible Reader………….     Justin Thomas
Prayer…………………...   Brent Pressnell
Invitation………………..   Jeff Bowers

Closing Prayer…………   Lance Taylor

	March 17
Song Leader……………..     Jimmy Lannom
Bible Reader……………..     Pat Kilpatrick
Prayer Before Class……      Jim Ennis
Announcements….…….      Toney Vining
Prayer Before Sermon….     Dave Eaves

Officiating at Table……..     Jimmy Lannom
Serving Audience……….    Jeff Bowers

                                              Joe Bullington

                                              Brent Pressnell

Closing Prayer…………..     Jon Payne
	March 17
Song Leader  ……………….    Chris Bowers
Bible Reader ………………..    Corey Walker
Prayer ………………………..    Nathan Brackeen
Officiating At Table ……….    Mark Biggerstaff
                                                  Jim Ennis
Closing Prayer  ……………     Royce Adams
	March 20

Song Leader…………..     Pat Kilpatrick
Bible Reader………….      Jackson Barksdale
Prayer…………………...    Jason Gilliam
Invitation………………..    Tim Brooks

Closing Prayer…………    Jimmy Lannom

	March 24
Song Leader……………..     Justin Thomas
Bible Reader……………..     Pat Kilpatrick
Prayer Before Class……      Chad Pressnell
Announcements….…….      Toney Vining
Prayer Before Sermon….     Tony Vining

Officiating at Table……..     Jimmy Lannom
Serving Audience……….    Jeff Bowers

                                              Joe Bullington

                                              Brent Pressnell

Closing Prayer…………..     Donald Black
	March 24
Song Leader  ……………….    Van Barksdale
Bible Reader ………………..    Joe Bullington
Prayer ………………………..    Steve Pressnell
Officiating At Table ……….    Mark Biggerstaff
                                                  Jim Ennis
Closing Prayer  ……………     DJ McCormick
	March 27

Song Leader…………..     Toney Vining
Bible Reader………….      Jon Payne
Prayer…………………...    Joe Bullinton
Invitation………………..    Matthew Barnes

Closing Prayer…………    Lance Taylor

	March 31
Song Leader……………..     Jim Ennis

Bible Reader……………..     Pat Kilpatrick
Prayer Before Class……      JT Eubanks
Announcements….…….      Toney Vining
Prayer Before Sermon….     Bob Watson

Officiating at Table……..     Jimmy Lannom
Serving Audience……….    Jeff Bowers

                                              Joe Bullington

                                              Brent Pressnell

Closing Prayer…………..     Nathan Brackeen
	March 31
Song Leader  ……………….    Chad Pressnell
Bible Reader ………………..    Joel McMunn
Prayer ………………………..    Jackson Barksdale
Officiating At Table ……….    Mark Biggerstaff
                                                  Jim Ennis
Closing Prayer  ……………     Pat Kilpatrick
	


