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MT. ZION

CHURCH OF CHRIST






24190 Wooley Springs Road - Athens, AL 35613
— December 2018 —

Schedule of Services

Sunday:
      Wednesday:
Bible Classes ……..9:30 AM
Bible Study ………7:00 PM

Worship…………...10:30 AM

Worship…………….5:00 PM
Elders
Jimmy Lannom
 256-423-8084

Steve Pressnell
 256-232-5354

Toney Vining
         256-233-0281

Deacons
Van Barksdale 
Mark Biggerstaff
Joel McMunn
Chad Pressnell

Ministers
Lance Taylor
Bob Watson

256-777-0990
256-345-2556
lancertaylor@gmail.com
bwatsonswatson@yahoo.com

Visit our webpage
http://mtzionchurchofchrist.org

Remember to tell your friends and family about our radio program, which airs every Sunday morning at 11:30, on WKAC, 1080AM.  
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Assignments for December 2018
Third Sunday Preaching:  Van Barksdale
Communion:
Bread:    Linda Eaves


Fruit of the Vine:    Sherry Lannom
See the back of the bulletin for other assignments
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Announcements

Prayer List Updates:  Kat Bowers had eye surgery this past week.  It was successful.  Steve Pressnell is to have surgery to repair his scalp after having surgery to remove a cancer.
Please remember all of these in your prayers and ministrations.
Rejoice with Them that Do Rejoice:  Congratulations to Justin and Tanna Thomas on their wedding.

If the Righteous Scarcely be Saved

I Peter 4:18

What do you think when you read I Peter 4:18?  What does Peter mean?  To read it, and to think of it in terms of modern English, it sounds like Peter is saying that even of the righteous, few would be saved.  That thought is troubling.  But is that what Peter is saying?  Let’s explore this.

First of all, we know that to interpret I Peter 4:18 as saying that only a few of the righteous will be saved eternally, is a bad assumption.  We know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God (I Co. 6:9,10).  We know the self-righteous will not enter the kingdom of heaven 
(Mt. 7:21-23).  We know that all the unbelieving, abominable, whoremonger, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars will have their place in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone (Re. 21:8).  Our Lord said himself, that few would be saved (Lk. 13:23, 24), because few would seek the way that leads to life (Mt. 7:13, 14).  But, are we to believe that only a few of the righteous will be saved?  Absolutely not!  Our Lord reassures us that that is not true 
(Jn. 14:1-3), that all who believe in Him would not perish, but have everlasting life (Jn. 3:15-17).  In the words of our Lord, “Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Mt. 25:34).  Yes, all the righteous will go into life eternal 
(Mt. 25:46).  Paul believed that promise, for after all, God had revealed to the prophet Joel that those who call upon the Lord would be saved 
(Ro. 10:12, 13).  Paul was certain that being reconciled to God by the death of Jesus Christ, being justified by the blood of Jesus Christ, we will be saved from the wrath to come (Ro. 5:6-10).  Paul understood the difficulty, referring to his seeking the strait gate as fighting the good fight of faith 
(I Ti. 6:11, 12).  Paul was convinced that at the finish of his course there awaited him a crown of life (II Ti. 4:6-8), not only for him but for all who loved the Lord’s appearing.  All the righteous will be saved!

So, what was Peter saying?  Let’s start with the word “scarcely”.  The word scarcely is translated from the Greek word, “Molis”.  It also means with difficulty and hardly, as well as scarcely.  It is used is in Acts 14:18 where Paul and Barnabas had difficultly restraining the people of Lystra from worshiping them.  It is used several times Acts 27 to describe Paul’s journey to Italy (Verses 7, 8, 16).  Then Paul used the word in Romans 5:7 talking about it being hard to find a man that is willing to die even for a righteous man.  I think we see then, that the “scarcely”, in I Peter 4:18, could be more accurately translated here as “with difficultly”.  We also have to look at what Peter was talking about being saved from. Did he mean being saved from eternal damnation?  Look at the context.  Verse 18 is part of a dialog about suffering, starting in Verse 12 where Peter talks about “trials” that were about to come upon his audience, and then ending in Verse 19 where he tells them who suffer to commit their souls in well doing to their creator.  The judgement that Peter talks about in Verse 17 was happening at the time of the writing, not sometime in the future as he talked about in II Peter Chapter 3.  Bad things happen to God’s good people. Peter had already said in this epistle, that the trying of their faith was more precious than gold (I Pe. 1:7).  The righteous have the God of all comfort to comfort them in all tribulations (II Co.1:3-5).  They are sure that the sufferings of this life cannot compare to the glories that will be revealed 
(Ro. 8:18).  They know that all things work together for good to those who love God (Ro. 8:28), and they know that no aspect of their sufferings could ever separate them from the love of God (Ro. 8:38, 39).  “Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner” (Pr 11:31).  But, where will those who obey not the gospel, the ungodly and the sinners be in judgment in this life?   The Lord hears the prayers of the righteous but is far from the wicked (Pr.15:29).  Where will those who obey not the gospel, the ungodly and the sinners be in the final judgment?  Not in a good place (II Th. 1:3-12).                      – Pat Kilpatrick --
	December 2
Song Leader……………..     Pat Kilpatrick
Bible Reader……………..     Nathan Brackeen
Prayer Before Class……      Brent Pressnell
Announcements….…….      Chris Bowers

Prayer Before Sermon….     Lance Taylor

Officiating at Table……..     Jon Payne

Serving Audience……….     Mark Biggerstaff

                                               Joe Bullington

                                               Justin Thomas

Closing Prayer…………..     Steve Pressnell
	December 2
Song Leader  ……………….    Nathan Brackeen
Bible Reader ………………..    JT Eubanks
Prayer ………………………..    Van Barksdale
Officiating At Table ……….    Jim Ennis
                                                  Wade Shannon
Closing Prayer  ……………     Mark Biggerstaff
	December 5

Song Leader…………..    Jeff Bowers
Bible Reader………….     Justin Thomas
Prayer…………………...    Jim Ennis
Invitation………………..   Toney Vining
Closing Prayer…………   Joe Bullington

	December 9
Song Leader……………..     Chad Pressnell
Bible Reader……………..     Nathan Brackeen
Prayer Before Class……      Claude Jones
Announcements….…….      Chris Bowers

Prayer Before Sermon….     Donald Black

Officiating at Table……..     Jon Payne

Serving Audience……….     Mark Biggerstaff

                                               Joe Bullington

                                               Justin Thomas

Closing Prayer…………..     Joel McMunn
	December 9
Song Leader  ……………….    Justin Thomas
Bible Reader ………………..    Corey Walker
Prayer ………………………..    Jon Payne
Officiating At Table ……….    Jim Ennis
                                                  Wade Shannon
Closing Prayer  ……………     Jackson Barksdale
	December 12

Song Leader…………..     Mark Biggerstaff
Bible Reader………….      Chris Bowers
Prayer…………………...    Jimmy Lannom
Invitation………………..    Chris Bowers
Closing Prayer…………    Tim Brooks

	December 16
Song Leader……………..     Jeff Bowers

Bible Reader……………..     Nathan Brackeen
Prayer Before Class……      Bob Watson
Announcements….…….      Chris Bowers

Prayer Before Sermon….     Wade Shannon

Officiating at Table……..     Jon Payne

Serving Audience……….     Mark Biggerstaff

                                               Joe Bullington

                                               Justin Thomas

Closing Prayer…………..     Royce Adams
	December 16
Song Leader  ……………….     Van Barksdale
Bible Reader ………………..    DJ McCormick
Prayer ………………………..    Ted Barnes
Officiating At Table ……….    Jim Ennis
                                                  Wade Shannon
Closing Prayer  ……………     Pat Kilpatrick
	December 19

Song Leader…………..     Toney Vining
Bible Reader………….      Royce Adams
Prayer…………………...    Justin Thomas
Invitation………………..    Lance Taylor
Closing Prayer…………    DJ McCormick

	December 23

Song Leader……………..     Nathan Brackeen
Bible Reader……………..     Nathan Brackeen
Prayer Before Class……      Jeff Bowers
Announcements….…….      Chris Bowers

Prayer Before Sermon….     Toney Vining

Officiating at Table……..     Jon Payne

Serving Audience……….     Mark Biggerstaff

                                               Joe Bullington

                                               Justin Thomas

Closing Prayer…………..     Jason Gilliam
	December 23

Song Leader  ……………….    Jim Ennis
Bible Reader ………………..    Donald Black
Prayer ………………………..    JT Eubanks
Officiating At Table ……….    Jim Ennis
                                                  Wade Shannon
Closing Prayer  ……………     Dave Eaves
	December 26

Song Leader…………..     Chad Pressnell
Bible Reader………….      Joe Bullington
Prayer…………………...    Nathan Brackeen
Invitation………………..    Bob Watson
Closing Prayer…………    Jeff Bowers

	December 30

Song Leader……………..     Van Barksdale
Bible Reader……………..     Nathan Brackeen
Prayer Before Class……      Steve Pressnell
Announcements….…….      Chris Bowers

Prayer Before Sermon….     Homer Clem

Officiating at Table……..     Jon Payne

Serving Audience……….     Mark Biggerstaff

                                              Joe Bullington

                                              Justin Thomas

Closing Prayer…………..     Cory Walker
	December 30

Song Leader  ……………….    Chris Bowers
Bible Reader ………………..    Joel McMunn
Prayer ………………………..    Chad Pressnell
Officiating At Table ……….    Jim Ennis
                                                  Wade Shannon
Closing Prayer  ……………     Bob Watson
	


